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Introduction 
•  Sund database: great project ! 

–  No need to elaborate on this here 
•  Might even allow to increase our knowledge of non-Sund trade… 

–  Because it provides an occasion to check a number of data sources 
–  And they are at least two other projects on close subjects 

•  Navigocorpus (Marzagalli) : navigation 
–  Collecting 300 000 return voyages in France during the 18th century 
–  – 3 teams + 30 associated researchers 

•  European statistics (myself and Loïc): trade statistics 
–  Collecting “agregate”, product/partner statistics for European trade in the 18th century 
–  Not yet funded. Meeting in Lille and London in spring 2011.  
–  40+ people interested all over Europe and the Atlantic 

•  So, today: comparison of the French Balance du Commerce and 
the Sund Toll database 
–  The French Balance du Commerce 
–  Comparing them 
–  Results 

•  Apologies: it is going to be sorry tale… 
–  Mainly because a number of cargoes do not have “cargo codes” in 

the database 



The French balance du commerce (1) 
•  What is it ? Bureau of the balance of trade 

–  Bureau de la balance du commerce 
–  Small department in the French central administration 
–  Active from 1713 to 1792 
–  Produced nearly complete bilateral trade data from 1716 to 1792 

•  Its successor functioned during the Revolution 
•  A short history 

–  Born out of the trade negotiation for the peace of Utrecht 
–  Major change of status in 1781-1783: more money, more prestige… 

•  The rise of expertise ? 
–   Not simply annual trade statistics 
–  Specific studies for the negotiation of trade treaties with the US, 

Russia and Great-Britain in the 1780s 
–  Amazing counter-factual task of evaluating the result of the 

equalization of all French tariffs (not on trade flows, but still…) (we 
might even find the result of this work) 



The French balance du commerce (2) 
•  Collection of quantities? 

–  Always mainly from the local offices of the farms 
•  Which had offices outside the custom union and even in the free 

ports (Marseilles, Dunkerque, Bayonne…) 
•  Could never get data from Alsace and Lorraine 

–  Needed collaboration with the Navy for: 
•  Colonial trade (after 1781) / New 1784 free ports and Exclusif mitigé 

(but very expensive) 
•  Foreign trade (through consulates) 

•  Collection of prices? 
–  Chambres de Commerce and Intendants during the first 

bureau 
•  At the end of N+1, added prices to a a report on their region’s trade 
•  Prices did not follow short-term variations / tracked long-term 

variations 
–  After 1781, prices recorded at the same time as quantities 

•  By the local offices of the farms (or the Navy) 
•  They were used to negociating prices with traders for ad valorem 

prices 



The French balance du commerce (3) 
•  Work from the first bureau: trade balances 

–  Apparently, it did produce trade balances, by  country, goods and 
generalities 

–  From 1716 to 1749: all that is left is a latter recapitulation giving exports and 
imports per country (down to 1781) 

•  + Arnould’s book: seemed to have data on trade per goods and per partners for 1716 
–  1750-80 : hundred page annual summaries of trade per partners  and per 

goods (6 missing years) 
–  1753-80 per généralités and partners (15 missing years) 
–  + miscellaneous documents 
–  All manuscript 

•  Work from the second bureau: trade balances 
–  Was much less efficient for “basic” data 
–  A derelict document shows it was computed for 1782, 1784 and 1787-90 
–  Imports and exports per trade partner exist for 1782 
–  General summaries (6-12 pages) exist for 1787-9 (and 1792, 1795 onward) 

per good and per partner 
•  Separating West Indies trade 
•  Measuring species movements 

•  3 years have been transcribed (1752, 1767 and 1772) 
–  Here : based on a partial transcription of 1780 (not all years have quantities) 





Comparing them (1) 
•  Declared quantities 

–  Effect of war on the Sund 
–  Allows checking suspicious ships 

•  Types of goods 
–  Rye instead of wheat in the Sund? 
–  More precise taxonomy in the Sund (pich and tar) / Or in 

the BdC (wines) 
•  Types of country 

–  The BdC has a single “North” for the whole Baltic 
(Danemark, Sweden and Russia latter on) 

•  Using prices from Amsterdam, Riga or Dantzig? 
–  The BdC always give values, sometime quantities 

•  Better understand some re-export flows 
–  A small Swedish harbour sends iron only to Nantes. 

Actually these goods are for slave trade 



Comparing them (2) 
•  The work on the Sund is made much easier by the 

relational database 
–  Using Access, it is easy to create a “flat” file listing all the 

cargoes that went through the Sund from / to ports in 
modern France 

–  Though aggregation is not that easy: “amount” does not 
seem to be a number field? 

•  After some work with: 
–  The units of measures 

•  Need to put their values in kg, litres… 
–  The country (BdC : Nord / Suède / Danemark / Russie) 
–  Some work with the goods (not the same) 

•  After, that, playing with Excel pivot tables 
–  To get the aggregation of the exists and the entries 





Results (1) 
•  French exports in the BdC, not in the Sund 

–  Foodstuff: Anchovies, jams, caper, wine (!) 
–  Exotic products: exotic wood, cocoa, coffee, tafia, tea 
–  Epiceries:  cumin, oak apple, madder, gums, seeds, liquorice 

juice, liquorice, pumice, annato, senna, face powder, tartar, 
drogueries, perfumes, alcohols, vinegar, verdigris 

–  Textiles: silk hosiery, cords, lace, woollens, silks textiles, cork, 
spirits, wool, haberdashery, handkerchiefs, linen cloth, hats 

–  Various manufactured goods: aracq (?), silver, wood circles, 
prints, earthenware, iron pots, glass, musical instruments, 
skins, marble, china, window glass 

–  (62% of value ! – 24% of weighted goods – 83% volume 
goods) 

•  French exports in the Sund, not in the BdC 
–  Hemp (to Russia ?) Herrings, lard, sumac, alum (btw, rhus is 

not a modern french word) 
–  Résine (turbentine?) 
–  Smaller (well, except alum: 43% weight, less than 1% volume) 





Results (2) 
•  French imports in the BdC, not in the Sund 

–  57% of value, 66% weight, 76% volume, 1% count (incl. wood) 
–  oar, salted beef, butter, Prussian blue, beer, tar, fish, ashes, 

charcoal, candles, fish glue, cotton, cords, leather, copper, 
pewter, rosacea, horse hair, iron, cheese, barrels, seeds, fish, 
oil, wool, lard, vegetables, linen, mast, cod, skin, pepper, lead, 
feathers, tea, tallow, linen cloths, sails, brisle 

–  Wood classification is much rougher in the Sund 
•  French imports in the Sund, not the BdC 

–  Barley and tobacco 
•  Explanations ? 

–  War ? 1780 is probably not a good year… 
•  A number of these look like English goods ? 

–  Errors ? Where is all the wine gone ? 
–  Denmark/ Norway (without Denmark : “down” from 62% to 

59% for exports, a bit up for imports)  



Results (3) - imports 
Goods Sund BdC Explanation? 
Steel 5.5 T 296 T Coming from Sweden and the 

North. Through Norway? 
Alum 84.5 T 132 T 
Hemp 2,381 T 1,927 T 
Wax 14 T 187 T 
Wheat 220,000 

litres 
2,220 T Mostly from Russia 

Linen seeds 73,000 litres 44 T 
Wool 43 T 592 T 
Linen 7 T 7 T 
Merrains ? 
Barley 6 T 0 
Planks 2,240 823,000 Only “planches de sapin” 
Potash 13.5 T 220 T 
Sail cloth 110 pieces 13.7 km 



Results (4) - exports 
Goods Sund BdC Explanation? 
Almonds 45.5 T 254 T 
Citrus 100,000 liters 164 T 
Cotton (all 
kind) 

1 T 42 T 

Fruits 471 T +158,000 litres 5,500 T 
57,000 litres 

Oil 16,500 litres + some 
value 

148 T 

Pepper 300 kg 1,500 kg 
Rice 99 kg 427 T 
Safran 110 kg 1,800 kg 
Soap 25 T 170 T 
Sugar 3,700 T 5,800 T 
Tobacco 24 T 154 T 
Terebentine 11 T 21 T 
Verdigri 8.5 T 96 T 



Conclusion   
•  What have we done? 

–  Presented the Balance du Commerce 
–  The techniques of comparing them 
–  Results 

•  So? 
–  Well, the differences are huge 
–  The Sund includes many less goods than the BdC 
–   For goods included by both, often differences by an order of magnitude 

•  What can be done? 
–  More research (obviously) 
–  War year? 
–  Re-exports? 
–  Mistakes in both databases? 

•  The values and quantities are suspect in the BdC : sometime, simple a ratio of 1 to 1, 1 
to 2 or 1 to 10… probably not real prices 

•  But the quantities should be better 
•  Post scriptum (post-presentation) 

–  Main issue : missing “sund codes” for goods in the Access database. 3/4th of 
the passages are not included in this work because of that 




